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DiST 27 OCTOBER 1972

COUNTRY  SOUTH VIETNaM
por 26 OCTOBE‘R 172
SUBJECT . COMMENTS OF PHONG DINK PROVINCE CHIEF ON ENEMY
| PPEPARATIONS FOR CEASEFIRE. AND GOVERNMENT COUNTER-
‘_PLA\}NING |

25X1 | ACQ  VIETNAM, CAN THO (26 OCTOBER 1972) |

25X1"

. ON 286 OCTOBER 1972 COLONEL LE NGOC DAY, WHO WAS
APPOINTED CHIEF OF PHONG DIDH PROVINCE ON 28 AUGUST SAID THAT
THE ENEMY IN PHD“G DINH INTENDS TO INTERDICT AND HOLD POSITIONS
ALONG ROUTES QL-4 aAND 31 IN PHUNG HIEP AND THUAN NHON DISTRICTS
SOUTH OF CAN THO.CITY, AND TO OCCUPYMAND”CONTROL POPULATED AREAS
IN PREPARATION FOR A CEASEFIRE.‘ THE SQSRD AND 3@7TH BATTALIONS
OF THE ENEMY D~} REGIMENT HAVE RECENTLY INFILTRATED INTO PHUNG
HIEP AND THUAN NHON, BUT COL. DAY BELIEVES HIS TERRITORIAL FORGES
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can PREVENT INTERDICTION OF THE TWO ROADS AND ANY PERWANENT

ENEMY OCCUPATION OF POPULATED CENTERS HE SAID THE ENEMY HAS

NO CAPABILITY T0 MOUNT A SERIOUS ATTACK AGAINST CAN THO CITY.
2. IN DISCUSSING PREPARATIONS FOR A CEASEFIRE COL Day

;‘O.SAID WE HAVE_LVAPNED FROM THE 1954 AGREEMWNT AN NOPTH NVIETNAM

SRR s e

AND THE ISGZMAGREEM NT IN LADS THAT THE COMMUNIST DO NOT ADHERE
TO CEASEFIRE AGHEEMENTS AND THAT THEY WILL USE ALL METHODS To
FURTHER THEIR CONTROL OF FOPULATION AND TERRITORY AND ACHIFVE
THEIR PDLITICAL AIMS." HE ADDED, "WE WILL NOT BE FOOLED THIS
TIME,™ Day DiD NOT OUTLINE GOVERNMENT PLANS EXCEPT TO SAY THAT
REGIONAL AND POPULAR FGRCES (RF/PF) WOULD BE USED TO MAINTAIN
CONTROL OF IFE POPULATION CENTERS AND THAT ALL NECESSARY MEASURES
WOULD BE TAKEN HE SAID THE MOST DANGEROUS TIME WOULD BE FROM THE

DATE OF THE DECLARATION OF THE CEASEFIRE UNTIL AN INTEP-

NATIONAL CONTROL GROUP ARRIVES. /

5} COL Day BELIFVEc TiAT THE ENEMY MAIN FORCE REGIMENTS

-IN CHUONG THIEN PROVINCE AND: THE U MINH FOREST WILL BE DISPERSED
0025-8
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NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY (NVA) SOLDIERS MAY BE ORDERED TO DISCARD
THEIR UNIFORNS AND BLEND WITH THE POPULATION. DAY SAID A GROUP
OF WO WORE THAN 100 WVA SOLDIERS FROM THE 183 AND 95 REGIMENTS
MIGHT BE ASSEMBLED, SHOWN TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION, AND
SENT BACK TO NORTH VIETNAM TO DEMONSTRATE COMMUNIST ADHERENCE
TO THEIR COMMITTMENTS. (SOURCE COMMENT: THE CHUONG THIEN PROVINCE
CHIEF SAID ENEMY‘MAIN FORCE REGIMENTS HAD ALREADY BEGUN DIS-
PERSING AND JOINING vc LOCAL FOHCES IN PREPARATION FOR A CEASE-
FIRE.) o N B

4. coL. ’DAY'SAID HE-WASW"PLEASANTLY:SURPRISED"r&ngﬁgwﬁiﬂ-tr'
EFFECTIVENESS OF THE RF AUD PF, WHO ARE OVER 189 PERCENT OF
AUTHORIZED STRENGTH, AND SAID THEY ERE NORE EFFECTIVE THAN
THE ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETHAN (ARVW) 21ST DIVISION. THE
NORALE OF TERRITORIAL FORCES LS GOOD AND THEY REALIZE THE FINAL
EFFORT MUST BE MADE TO PREVENT THE COMMUNISTS FROM GATNING

| CONTROL .OF DISPUTED AREAS. HE SAID COMMUNIST PROPAGANDA TELLING
RF AWD PF SOLDIERS T0O RETURN HOME AT THE ANNOUNCENENT OF 4
CEASEFIRE WILL NOT BE EFFECTIVE.
5. (SOURCE COMMENT: FOLLOWING HIS GRADUATION FROM THE
NATIONAL DEFENSE COLLEGE IN 1971 COL. DAY WAS ASSIGNED AS DEPUTY
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COMNANDER OF THE ARVN 218T DIVISIDN ONLY TO BE REASSIGNED THREE
WEEKS LATER AS PHONG DINH PRDVINCE CHIEF- WHEN THE FORMER PROVINGE
CHIEF TOOK OVER COMMAND OF THE ZIST DIVISION.)
6, FIELD DISSEM' EMBASSY USMACU 7TH AIR FORCE AT SAIGON;
~BEWT TO CIPCDAC ARPAC PACAT. PACFLT PARIS.
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CLASSIFIED BY RECORDED REPORTING OFFICER EXEMPT FROM GENERAL
DECLASSIHCATION SZEDULP‘ oF E.C, 11652‘ EXEMPTION CATEGORY 5B (2).
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